— farm report —

This week we continue work on several
familiar fronts. Another succession
planting of summer squash, cucumbers
and melons went in. The never-ending
work of weeding and tomato-trellising
continues. As does the harvest. The
summer squash is producing well. The
second planting is now producing as
some of the first are lost to the various
bugs & illnesses that befall its kind. A
dozen or so ripening tomatoes will
hopefully be joined soon by many
others. With spring behind us, the
irrigation system is ready to be laid later
this week.

— masked bandits —

The raccoons have been especially
disruptive lately — digging holes to
access some old plumbing lines,
ransacking the barn, getting into the
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corn patch and eating green tomatoes
off the vine. My theory of a rabid one
has yet to pan out. Today Tom
bought a second Havahart trap. One
trap will stay in the corn patch while
the other is in the barn. Wish our
captives good luck in their new homes
on the far side of the farm.

— Tote bags —

Our CSA tote bag project has been a
huge success with only a few bags
remaining. For those who have paid
for a bag but not yet picked one up,
don’t miss your chance. Contact the
farm to have one sent to your
distribution point.

— Garlic harvest —

Tomorrow's farm workers will help us
begin the harvest of the stinking rose.
Each of the 3,000 bulbs will be pulled

by hand over the next few weeks as
each variety reaches maturity. The
garlic plants are sorted by size,
bunched and hung in the upper part of
our old tobacco-drying barn. After a
month the heads will have cured and
will be ready for cleaning. Next week
you will get some fresh in your share
to hold you over until the curing
process is complete. We love garlic
and so does the membership, so we
plant a lot. We save the best heads
for next season’s seed, with each
clove making a head. Our goal is to
have garlic in the shares every other
week for the rest of the season plus
some extra for the bulk list and
braiding.

— Thank you —
Tom and | wish to thank you all for the
many kind thoughts and prayers with
the passing of Tom’s mom. We are
= VEry grateful that it

= was possible for both
# of us to attend the
¢ services during a busy
time at the farm.
g Thanks to the many
§ who helped out on the
farm and at
distribution.
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