— summer is here —

The zucchini and squash are
announcing summer’s arrival in their
typical overwhelming fashion. It's a
great week for zucchini bread (or grate
& freeze for later like | do) as we’ll be
offering the surplus free for the taking
for members at distribution.

The first day of summer also marks the
beginning of the fall greenhouse
planting as we begin seeding the
broccoli, cabbage, cauliflower, Brussel
sprouts, kale and collards. A new
gadget of ours is assisting with the
work. A mini soil-block maker pops out
twenty blocks a squeeze. Each of the
2,700 blocks seeded today are destined
for larger accommodations once they've
grown a bit. We trialed the 20-celled
soil blocker this spring in combination
with our trusty 4-celled medium-block
maker. We liked the results then and
are hoping for a repeat. Soil blocks
have several advantages over other
options. Standard plastic or foam cell
trays degrade in the sun requiring
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replacement every 5 or so years of a
petroleum-based material. Soil
blocks, however, require only a simple
sturdy tray to hold them. We built ours
out of lathe out of our home and scrap
barn lumber. Soil blocks also benefit
the plant by air-pruning its roots. Most
plants dislike having their roots
disturbed (well, would you?). The air
surrounding each block keeps the
roots from wanting to explore further,
leaving fewer roots injured during
transplant. Less stress during
transplant leads to a healthier plant
that will grow quickly.
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U-Pick Flower Garden trial

Since our first season, we have grown a
small cut-flower garden. A constant supply
of flowering plants is critical for a healthy
population of pollinators and beneficial in-
sects. In step with our winged friends, we
humans are also drawn to a beautiful
flower.

With the plentiful rains we've had this
spring, the flower patch has filled in well
and is beginning to bloom. Populated with
trouble-free varieties that don’t take pre-
cious time away from the vegetables, it
includes zinnias, echinacea, yarrow, lark-
spur, snapdragons, cleomes, amaranth,
marigolds & calendula.

This year we are trialing the idea of a U-
pick flower garden for members. For those
with the desire and the ability, flowers are
free for the taking.

Look for the two flower beds as you walk
in the upper deer gate. This area, the mid-
way as we call it, is bordered by the herb
garden on the left and the flower garden on
the right and is now home to a picnic table
with an awning. Members may pick flow-
ers on any day between 8am—6 pm. Look
for more details at the flower patch. Sign-
age and supplies are in the works.
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