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however, are from the three beds we 
planted (on my birthday, our records 
indicate) in April of 2005.  They suffered 
significant deer damage early in life and 
our grass strips attempted to envelope 
them.  This time around we are planting 
the strawberries in a patch free from 
grass & thickly mulched.     
—— the cranky farmer —– 
    Yes, I’m still cranky.  It appears that 
the broccoli may be lost.  Heads are 
beginning to develop on the slow-
growing plants.  While most of the buds 
are just emerging, a few have buttoned-
up already.  The plants are about half 
the size you would want them at this 
stage.  This is largely due to the freeze-
flood sisters that roared thru this spring.  
That and springtime broccoli is a bit of a 
gamble in our climate.  This season is 
really hitting that point home to us.  
Kohlrabi, broccoli’s lesser-known 
cousin, is growing well and may assist 
in filling in the gap.   
    Now that the dry weather has allowed 
us to catch up, we’re looking forward to 
a rainy day to water in all that we’ve 
planted.   
—– the good news —– 
    The sugarsnap peas have begun 

producing their fruits.  Although two 
beds were lost during the Easter freeze, 
three beds are growing well.  Their 
tender crunchiness is a gift only 
received by those who eat it the day it 
was picked or soon thereafter.  Just 
snap the stem, peel back the small 
string and enjoy.  The small supply this 
week should grow once the harvest is in 
full swing. 
    The corn is up and has been weeded 
& thinned.  We like one foot spacing for 
our sweet corn, as it allows for plenty of 
room to grow nice, big ears.  After a 
suggestion by a veteran Arkansas 
cotton field worker, we attached foot-
long sticks onto our hoes and sliced out 
the extras.  It’s a handy technique when 
thinning 2700 row feet of sweet corn.    
 
—– the 39th St. Market —– 
    Over half of the Fair Share Farm 
members pick up their shares at the 
39th St. Community Market located in 
midtown Kansas City each Wednesday 
afternoon during our 24 week season.  
The market is made up of local farmers 
who sign a pledge to use only organic 
practices on their fields.  Tom & I are 
very grateful to be a member of this 
growing community institution.  This 
season the market has four new 
vendors, filling out the market offerings 
to include mushrooms and crafts in 
addition to produce, baked goods, jams, 
meats & eggs.  Please consider visiting 
our fellow Community Market vendors 
this season.  

CALENDAR 

May 30:  Wednesday distribution     

� �� � �� � �� �� 	 
 � � �� Ockerstrom, Keith Snyder, Karen 
& John Brown, Julia Keller

June 2:  Saturday distribution           farm workers:  Kathi Whitman, Ann &Tom Duckett, 
Bette Marcus, Max Hetherington, Lorne Carroll, Dan Vlamis 

—– crop report —– 
The planting of the summer crops is 
proceeding on schedule.  The dry weather 
has allowed us time to catch up on the 
backlog of plants waiting to get in the field.  
The greenhouse is all but empty, just 
sheltering a dozen flats.  Squash, 
cucumbers, melons & beans are sprouting 
in the fields.  Mulching the tomatoes & 
strawberries is underway.  After the 
harvest is done, the CSA members have 
been filling the extra time assisting in this 
endeavor.  Saturday’s crew gave the 
strawberry patch a makeover. 
We have a lot of hope for the new patch.  
Planted after the freeze, the  plants are 
growing well.  This season’s strawberries, 
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E a t i n g  i n  S e a s o n  1 0 1  
These first weeks of shares are a good example of being able to enjoy 
the Spring harvest. Greens abound, and it’s time to take advantage of 

them. 
Right now is the time to do a lot of Asian cooking. Recipes include lots 
of vegetables and taste. In coming weeks, greens used in Mediterranean 

and other styles of cooking will be in your share.. 
Come Summer these greens will be scarce. Now’s the time to take in 

the calcium, iron, vitamins and other nutrients your body craves. 


