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well.  In a fertile field, you can expect 
ten pounds to every one pound planted.  
We have yet to make that mark, but are 
hopeful for a bountiful harvest this 
season.  One reason for optimism is 
that half of them were planted in the rich 
soil left by the broiler chickens our 
friend, Liz Elmore, raised on our farm 
last season.   
    The harvest is a collaborative effort 
between the farm workers and our 
International Harvester tractor, which 
we call Grandpa after its original owner, 
my Grandpa Graff.  He worked the 
fields until his death from a heart attack 
when I was 12.  Days later the tractor 
stood where he left it in the field with its 
lights still shining.   
    Pulling two plows behind him, 
Grandpa makes short work of unfurling 
the potato hills leaving the tubers on the 

surface to be picked up by the 
harvest crew.  Once harvested, we 
store the potatoes in the packing 
room to cure for a week before 
lugging them to the root cellar for 
long-term storage.   
    Last week the CSA crew had the 
pleasant task of culling out the 
seconds from the bin before they 
went to the cellar.  Not a job for the 
faint of heart.  For this next batch, we 
plan to pull out the seconds 
immediately.  As they say, one rotten 
apple can spoil the whole batch.   
 
—MU Extension Tour— 
As you can see below, we had a 
good crowd on the tour last week. 
Our favorite memory of the event was 
when we were asked how we kept 
our fields so free of weeds!  I don’t 
remember now who it was, but we 
thank you from the bottom of our 
hearts.   

CALENDAR 
 
September 5:   Wednesday pick-up  
farm workers:  Ruth Van Wye,  Shannon Nelson, Michael & Patty Reynolds 
K.C. distribution team:   Chris Packham, Amy Christensen 
 
September 8:  Saturday pick-up            
farm workers: Debbie & William Bednar (Liberty delivery),  
Fran, Bill, Valerie & Zack Gillespie 

-Taters- 
As the CSA membership has grown, so 
has our potato production.  We know 
you like them as they rarely make an 
appearance in the swap boxes.   We 
love them for their versatility in the 
kitchen and their storage capacity 
allowing us to distribute them every 
other week for almost the entire season.  
Tomorrow we will be digging a bed that 
has a couple of varieties, so we can’t tell 
you exactly what type will be in your 
shares.  It may be a choice of varieties.   
    Our last potato harvest was our 
biggest yet at 532 pounds from one bed.  
Over 1,000 row feet remain to be dug 
over the next week or so.  It is best to 
remove the tubers from the fields before 
the fall rains convince them to start 
sprouting.   
    Potatoes require much to produce 

CSA Harvesting—week 13: 
If you are coming out to harvest this week, here’s what’s waiting for you… 
 
Harvesting:  basil, thyme, parsley, arugula, cherry tomatoes, potatoes   
Other chores:  potato harvest, garlic cleaning, weeding the eggplant 
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