—state fair—
Tom and | took in the MO State Fair on
Monday in part to attend the awards
dinner for the Farm Family of the Year as
the Clay County recipients. Before the
dinner we toured the fair's largest
pumpkins, blue-ribbon pies and fussed-
over piggies. My favorite activity at the
fair is just wandering through the livestock
barns, greeting the goats and watching
the sheep being shorn in preparation for
their chance at a ribbon. Tom liked the
free ice cream and checking out the
competition in the best pickle category. A
festive atmosphere permeated the
fairgrounds, or was that just the plumes of
exhaust coming from the tractor pull
contest?

Later that afternoon we joined 108
other farm families from all over the state

for the awards dinner. We all received
a pretty walnut plaque and got our
photograph taken with
the State Fair Queen
and a few dignitaries.
The MO Farm Bureau-
catered dinner in the
stifling heat was a
speedy affair during
which each dignitary
took his/her five
minutes for speech-
making. Before you
could say farmers are
the backbone of
democracy it was over. No time to meet
our fellow farmers of the year, nor to
discuss the finer points of local food
systems with the Dean of the MU
College of Agriculture. Ah, maybe next

CSA Harvesting—week 14:

If you are coming out to harvest this week, here’s what’s waiting for you...

Harvesting: basil, beans, cherry tomatoes, potatoes.
Other chores: clean garlic, carrot & potato harvest.

CALENDAR

August 22: Wednesday pick-up
farm workers: Jolynne Martinez

K.C. distribution team: Yvonne Vazquez Rangel, Lara & Ben Pabst

August 25: Saturday pick-up

farm workers: Shanna Parcell x2 (Liberty delivery), Morgana & Gwen Bailey,

Amy Christensen

time...

—farm tour next week—
MU Extension is
organizing a tour of the
farm next Thursday,
August 23. The tour
begins at the
Karbaumer Farm near
Weston, MO. Klaus &
Lee Karbaumer farm
with draft horses and
supply a 50+ CSA.
After our bit at 11, they
head to Watkins Mill for
a tour and lunch
catered by Rayville Bakery. Contact
Tom Fowler at the Buchanan Co.
Extension office for more info.

We are hoping to have the farm in
top-notch shape for our guests,
although August tends toward the
opposite. We'd take any volunteers
who would like to assist in the effort.
We hear the heat is supposed to
break before the weekend ...

—sign up for your farm shifts—
Just a friendly reminder if you
haven't already scheduled your farm
shifts, now is a great time do so.
August is always the lightest month
in terms of help and for good
reason. Some folks are physically
unable to work in this heat. If you
are of the more heat tolerant variety
and want to lend a hand, just let us
or the farm shift schedulers know.
And we thank you ...
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