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injured, some confused.  The arugula is 
of the later category as it bolted (I.e. 
sent up a flower stalk) a week ahead of 
schedule.  The spinach, on the other 
hand, just gave up and turned soggy & 
yellow.  Many other spring crops remain 
behind schedule.  Our farmer friends tell 
similar stories, and worse.  Stories of 
rivers running through gardens, whole 
fields frozen before harvest, tractors 
under water up to their steering wheels.  
     
—— the cranky farmer —– 
    I tell you these things not to alarm 
you. This newsletter serves to inform 
you about  the status of your shares.  
Tom’s page will tell you all about what 
you’re getting each week and how to 
eat it.  My job is to keep you abreast of 
the field conditions.  At times it may be 
worrisome, but if we’ve learned anything 
farming here its that more than likely by 
next week the weather will be 
completely different.  Regardless, the 
weather always plays the lead in the 
drama of Fair Share Farm and expect to 
hear about it on these pages—good or 
otherwise.   

    The weather hasn’t been all bad.  
We’ve had adequate rainfall for the first 
time in more than a year.  The summer 
crops we’ve planted are growing well 
and the ponds are full.  We plan to 
complete the bulk of the summer 
planting this week.  
 
—– WANTED —– 
    waxed produce boxes:  we reuse 
boxes from the natural groceries in town 
for our produce.  The wax allows many 
uses of them before they begin to show 
their age.  We are starting the season 
with a fresh batch of boxes, but could 
use more.  If you’d like to help, just ask 
for waxed organic produce boxes next 
time you are grocery shopping.  Bring 
them to distribution or the farm and we’ll 
be happy to have them.   
    egg cartons:  Parker Farms has run 
low on egg cartons to hold their growing 
supply of eggs.  Rather than buy new, 
they’d much rather take your used, but 
clean, egg cartons.  Drop them off at 
distribution or the farm and we’ll see 
that they get them. 
  
—– Thank you —– 
  A busy spring has left us with many to 
thank.  Here’s a few to start.  Shanna 
Parcell braved the freezing wind putting 
on row cover.  Elaine Reynolds 
commiserated with us over dinner.  And 
as always, John Graff, my dad, 
contributed generously of his time, 
farmer wisdom & resources.  Our 
heartfelt thanks to you all. 

CALENDAR 

May 16:  Wednesday pick-up     
farm workers:  

�� � �� � �� � �� � 	� 
� � � � ��
 �� � � � � � � �� �� �
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May 19:  Saturday pick-up            �� �� �� � �� ��� � � � � � � �� � �  � � � ! � �" �
 # � � �$ � � � � " �� � �
 %� �� � & � � � �� � 	' �� � � � � �

� � ! % � � � � � �� � �

—– WELCOME —– 
    This first week of the CSA season is 
a welcomed sight.  We’ve been 
nervously eyeing the crops for weeks, 
worrying that we might not be able to 
start on time.  While not as hefty as we 
would like, the shares contain a nice 
collection of the jewels of spring.  
Emerald is the predominant color, but 
blushed heirloom lettuces & young 
radishes provide some contrast.   
Salad spinners :  start your engines.   
   
—– crop report —– 
    While the weather out here on the 
edge of the prairie could be described 
as adventurous on an average day, we 
are experiencing an especially erratic 
spring season. During the ‘Easter 
freeze’ we recorded 17 degrees two 
nights running after several nights in 
the low twenties.   Records were 
broken from here to Georgia & Texas. 
Then, after a few weeks of 
pleasantness, we received the second 
hit last week when over 5 inches of 
rain fell in less than 48 hours.  On our 
farm some crops were killed, some 
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