
RAIN 

My father knows from whence he 
speaks it seems.  Like clockwork we 
got rain in the early morning of our 
nation’s birthday.  1.8 inches to be 
exact.  The most significant rain in 
months.  The plants are very grateful 
and have a new bounce in their 
growth.  Today the crops had mud 
clinging to their roots for the first time 
this year.  Mud, how we missed you!   

THE CORE 

    One spring evening while I was 
apprenticing on the CSA farm near 
Rochester, NY, I attended the farm’s 
CSA core group meeting.  Twenty or 
so thoughtful & enthusiastic 
members ploughed through an 
agenda filled with community work.  I 
left the meeting hoping someday I 
could be lucky enough to be a part of 
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such a group.  Inspired by their 
example, Tom, myself, and a handful 
of curious prospective members met 
for the first Fair Share Farm CSA core 
group meeting at the farm in winter 
2002.  Those first core group 
members stuck with it &  built the CSA 
to what it is today.  As the farm & 
membership has grown so have their 
ranks.  Last Thursday was our largest 
meeting yet, with a dozen or so 
members in attendance.  Newcomers 
joined core veterans for a lively hour 
& a half discussing the 2006 season 
to date and looking forward to the 
season still ahead as well as 2007.  
Seeing such enthusiasm & dedication 
from the core really gave us weary 
farmers a much-needed lift.   

    One topic for discussion at the core 
group meeting was our request to turn 
the KC 39th St. distribution over to the 
members in 2007.  Next year we plan 

to be a full capacity with 100 
members and won’t need (or have the 
ability) to continue selling at the 
farmers market.  The thought is to, in 
large part, replicate the Liberty 
distribution model, while keeping the 
distribution location at the farmers 
market.  If you pick up your share at 
the 39th St. location, you will be 
receiving an email this month about 
an exploratory meeting to occur later 
this summer.   

THE MEDIA 

For whatever reason, blame it on 
cosmic forces or just the onslaught of 
the tomato season, the farm has been 
contacted by three different 
newspapers in the last week.  We 
even had the food editor of the KC 
Star out here for an entire CSA work 
shift.  She kept her hands out of the 
dirt so that she could take notes (that 
was her excuse anyway! ) 
interviewing us & the members as we 
harvested, washed & packed.  The 
Star article on local food should be 
coming out sometime in August (Page 
A-1!).  Also, look for a story in the 
Liberty Tribune next Wednesday on 
the 100 mile diet project and a 
Kearney Courier story on the farm 
apprenticeship program the following 
week. 

CALENDAR 
July 12:  Wednesday pick-up 
farm workers:  Rachel Smith, Nanette Hinchey, Carol Steckelberg, Kristi Ahrendt 
 
July 13th:  ‘Missouri’s Bounty’  
6:30 - 8:00 pm, Liberty Community Center, 1600 S. Withers Rd., Liberty, MO.  
For more info. contact:  Mother Nature’s Health Market (816) 415-4638. 
 
July 15:  Saturday pick-up 
farm workers:  Natalie & John Smith, Mary & Gary Dempsey. 
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