
Hello Summer 

    Seems like Summer made her 
appearance months ago, but today is 
officially the first day of the hot 
season.  The solstice is an annual 
milestone on the farm, marking the 
end of spring & the beginning of 
summer & of fall.  This week we 
worked the broccoli, greens, spring 
roots, & peas back into the soil, while 
also planting the greenhouse with 
the fall brasicas (cabbage family).  
Usually 120 degrees F on a sunny 
day in June, the greenhouse was 
quite comfortable thanks to the 
addition of a shade cloth.  Made of a 
polyester mesh, it looks like a very 
large bra, according to Tom, and I 
agree.  The shade cloth offers 50% 
shade which is optimal for summer 
greenhouse production.  The broccoli 
is already up and ready to grow.   
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Precipitation 

    The forecasters keep tempting us 
with views of the rainstorms all around 
us it seems.  Liberty has gotten more 
rain than we have, as has St. Joseph, 
Platte City & Richmond.  Right in the 
middle, we are dry.  Since mid-April 
we have received about two inches of 
rain.  Vegetables & fruits need an inch 
of rain per week and May and early 
June are usually when we receive the 
majority of our spring rains.  
Fortunately, the new irrigation pond is 
full and it looks like we’re gonna need 
it.  Tom has also begun preparing the 
fall beds, but its really almost too dry 
to do much.  Without moisture the soil 
is either cloddy or dust and crop 
residues decompose slower.  This 
week I hand-watered the orchard & it 
looks like we might have lost one.   

    We received an inch of rain last 

week, but it wasn’t enough to save the 
corn.  Unfortunately, the corn crop is a 
bust again this season.  Very few of 
the seeds ever germinated.  We love 
the corn as much as most of you and 
are sad to see it go.  Perhaps next 
year. 

The crop update 

Despite all this, the farm is actually 
looking pretty good.  Ignoring the corn 
plot, the summer crops are growing 
well.  With irrigation running daily, we 
are experiencing a bit of what it must 
be like to grow crops in the California 
Central Valley, where hot, dry 
summers require all the plants’ water 
comes from a drip line.  This has 
benefits for organic production where 
there are fewer options to battle 
fungal diseases that spread in hot, 
humid conditions.   

    The tomato plants continue to load 
themselves with fruit and the peppers 
aren’t too far behind.  Adequate water 
is critical at fruit set as plants with not 
enough water will drop blossoms 
without fruiting.  Last year, the 
vegetable specialist for the K.C. area, 
Lala Kumar, gave us some good 
advice:  water more.  And with the 
new pond, we have the peace of mind 
to do just that.   

CALENDAR 
June 28:  Wednesday pick-up     
farm workers:  Lolly Ockerstrom, Karen Brown, John Brown, Keith Snyder. 
 
June 29, 6 pm:  Fair Share Farm CSA Core Group meeting.   
Topics to include:  sign-up meeting evaluation, the mid-season member survey, 
and distribution.  Contact the farm for more info. 
 
July 1:  Saturday pick-up            
farm workers:  Manoj & Kelli George, Michelle Tuohey, Martha Hufford 
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