
Goodbye Spring 

With Spring all but over, we can 
now say that this Spring wasn’t the 
best for growing vegetable crops.  
90-degree heat & no rain does not a 
great pea or broccoli head make.  
Nevertheless, the farm carries on  
and the vegetables grow with a little 
coaxing & lots of irrigation.  A week 
ahead of schedule, we are happy to 
offer the first of the summer crops.  
The summer squash plants are 
looking great, having been 
protected by row cover for the past 
few weeks.  So far we have seen 
few representatives of the 
cucumber beetle legions that often 
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visit the squash patch.  The row cover 
protects plants from pests, but it also 
seems to have increased their growth 
by moderating the temperature.  With 
similar cultivation, the cucumbers are 
looking good and have formed their 
first small fruits. 

Predators 

    In the latest chapter of The 
Uninvited Guests our old friends, the 
deer, are testing the fence.  One or 
two have gotten in the last 2 nights, 
we believe, by pushing thru an 
apparent soft spot.  They enjoyed a 
brief organic salad buffet of beet tops 
& swiss chard.  Farmer Tom beefed 
up security today and we’re hopeful 

that will be the end of that.  In other 
fencing news, the hot electric one 
around the chickens seems to be 
working.  This week there were no 
casualties and our cats seemed to 
have recovered as well.   

Recycling  

    We have been very lucky this year 
to have some great volunteers in 
addition to the help from the CSA 
members.  They are folks who have 
an interest in organic farming as a 
career, or at least a major hobby.  In 
exchange for some veggies & 
instruction, they work with us in the 
fields trellising tomatoes, hoeing rows, 
& planting crops.  Kathy Plant (yes, 
that is her real name) is a much-
appreciated farm volunteer and a 
farmer in her own right.  With a 
greenhouse under construction, bee 
hives, a flock of laying chickens, a few 
horses, she’s also a worm farmer.  In 
exchange for vegetable scraps from 
our washing area, she’ll return them 
to us in a few months in the form of 
worm castings.  Worm castings are an 
important component to our potting 
mix, and with just our veggie scraps, 
egg shells & coffee grounds for food, 
the worms should create a perfect mix 
for our tender seedlings. 

CALENDAR 
June 20:  Food Preservation Workshop (2 - 4 p.m.) at North Cross UMC on Viv-
ion Road.  For more info. contact Glenda Kinder, kinderg@missouri.edu, 816-
407-3490; 
 
June 21 Summer Solstice:  Wednesday pick-up     
farm workers:  Kay Smith, Season Burnett, Chris Riebschlager, Melissa Laycock. 
 
June 24:  Saturday pick-up            
farm workers:  Ann & Tom Duckett, Max Hetherington, Denise & Chris Osborne, 
Bette Marcus. 
 
June 29:  Fair Share Farm CSA Core Group meeting.  Contact the farm for more 
info. 
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