
How does that old saying go?   

‘Don’t count your chickens before 
they’re hatched’  There is wisdom in 
those words, as we discovered this 
week during our experiment into 
chicken production on the farm.  As 
I’ve mentioned previously, fellow 
farmer, Liz Elmore, is raising 
chickens on our farm this season.  
The last two nights chickens have 
been eaten, and not by us!  A 
raccoon, er rather a pack of 
raccoons, are the culprits.  In all the 
ruckus, momma kitty got an injured 
paw and had a visit with the local 
vet.  Many possibilities are on the 
table for upping the chicken 
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fortification.  First on the list, and 
starting tonight, is a hot electric fence.   

Farming definitely keeps you on your 
toes.  You never know when you’ll be 
presented with a new experience, 
whether its discovering an 
unexpected flavorful new tomato or 
waking up in the middle of the night to 
predators terrorizing the flock.  We’ll 
keep you posted on how it all goes.   

We continue to irrigate.  The 
thunderstorms in both St. Joseph & 
Kansas City yesterday apparently split 
over the top of us, leaving us with just 
enough moisture to make some 
steam today.  We received less than 
one inch of rain during the entire 

month of May, which is usually our 
wettest month until September.  But 
with irrigation, most crops are fairing 
well so far.   

The tomatoes love this hot weather 
and are becoming loaded with green 
fruit.  The two tomato patches 
received a major overhaul with 
assistance from Brooklyn, New York 
this week.  Tom’s brother, Bill, his wife 
Iva, and their son, Lucas, spent much 
of their Missouri vacation weekend 
hoeing tomato & pepper plants (and 
have the blisters to prove it!), 
harvesting peas with the members 
and ingesting many forms of 
barbequed & deep-fried meats.  We 
thoroughly enjoyed their visit, and the 
tomatoes thank them.  Now we just 
have to keep up with tying the ‘maters 
as they grow.   

We uncovered the summer squash 
from its protective cover today and 
there’s cute 2 inch fruits forming.  
We’ve just finished up a round of 
succession plantings for melons, 
beans, & squash.  We continue to 
weed the summer crops.  And every 
once in awhile we raise our heads 
from our task and appreciate the 
beautiful spring sky.   

CALENDAR 
June 13:  ‘The Real Dirt on Farmer John’ airs on PBS at 10 pm. 
 
June 14:  Wednesday pick-up        
farm workers:  Jim & Lisa Markley, Stephanie Kenney, & Michelle Downey.  
 
June 17:  Saturday pick-up            
farm workers:  Eric & Nancy Schneider, Lisa Key & Harry Mallin, Martha Huf-
ford, & Kathryn Zibell. 
 
June 20:  Food Preservation Workshop (2 - 4 p.m.) at North Cross UMC on 
Vivion Road.   
For more info. contact Glenda Kinder, kinderg@missouri.edu, 816-407-3490; 
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