Last week | mentioned that it was
very hot & dry for May. This is
supposed to be our spring rainy
season, and it is shaping up to be
anything but. According to our most
recent report from the University of
Missouri, soil temps are 7 degrees
(F) above the average for the last 6
years. Our farm continues to miss
most of the significant showers that
support the growth of the plants as
they get established in their new
soil.

Instead, the irrigation system
(powered by a gas-powered pump)
keeps churning along. This was the
first year that we had to irrigate in
April. And May gave us no relief.
Luckily, our brand-spankin new,
spring-fed pond is full and holding
well. Soon we will turn our sites on
switching over from grandpa’s old

CALENDAR

June 7: Wednesday pick-up
farm workers: Fred Amelung, Mi-
chelle Downey, Bob Harris, &
Marjorie Yates

June 10: Saturday pick-up

farm workers: Dianna Wormsley,
Dorris Bender, Leslie Stith, Kent &
Carolyn Gillespie

reliable, if a little silted-in, pond. week everyone who has yet to receive

their share of berries will have their
One crop we are nervously chance & perhaps we’ll go another

watching is the corn. Since we round. Also, there seems to be some

planted it a few weeks ago, only half  raspberries in the not-so-distant
an inch of rain has fallen. The cornis  fyture.

grown in a large section, most similar

to row cropping than our bed system, — xxxkkirkxaidiiiihe ghgregr ekttt
and is not set up for irrigation.
Usually once corn comes up it
produces, regardless of rain, but
much of our crop has yet to identical. Our priority is to harvest
germinate. We are hoping that this crops at their peak which sometimes
last bit of showers might do the trick. ~ does not conform to our man-made
schedule. Not to worry, we will make
sure that we divvy up the goods fairly
over the course of the season.

Just a reminder, the Wednesday &
Saturday shares are not always

In better news, we seem to have
thwarted the strawberry thief. This

CSA Movie

During our 2004 winter, Tom & | attended a CSA conferencein
Michigan. The participants included members & farmers from all over
North America. In the evening, we became the audience for the pre-
miere screening of the ‘ The Real Dirt on Farmer John’, the true life
story of akindred spirit over in lllinois. John Peterson’s Angelic Or-
ganic Farm feeds over 1,000 CSA membersin the Chicago area. Much
of hislife was documented, first by his parents with an early video cam-
era, then his art-school friends. There's great footage of John growing
up on abusy farm, thru the Farm Crisis of the 80s, to the Angelic Or-
ganics of today. We recommend it.

PBS will beairing ‘ The Real Dirt on Farmer John’, Tuesday, June
13th at 10 pm. I'll have to drink some coffee for that one!
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