UNTIL SPRING
These crisp days are spent cleaning
out the fields & store rooms by filling
the last shares with the hardiest of
crops. Once full of winter squash,
garlic & onions, the barn is emptying.
The CSA potatoes that filled the root
cellar will soon be replaced with our
household’s winter stores. The frost-
sweetened cabbages, rutabagas &
turnips are being harvested from the
fields. The rutabagas are especially
nice, | think, although | do have a
special place in my heart for the
underdog. Try the buttery leek &
rutabaga recipe on the back & see
what you think.

The softneck garlic in your shares
is a good keeper if stored in a dry,
cool spot. This is the garlic we use

for braiding as it keeps well into the
early spring. If you would prefer, the
swap box will contain some bags of
elephant garlic. Actually more closely
related to the leek, elephant garlic is
larger than garlic, not a great keeper
but with a nice, milder flavor. The
elephants in the bags will be the
smaller sizes, although still good-
sized by garlic standards. We are
slowly increasing the amount of
elephant garlic we grow by saving
most of the harvest for seed. Garlic is
grown by planting individual cloves.
Each year we grow enough garlic for
the shares, for braiding (yes, we still
have some for sale) and for seed.
Next week we will begin planting three
200 ft. beds with three rows each
(1,800 ft. @ 6 inch spacing = 3,600
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Saturday, October 28, 2005, 5-7 p.m.
St. James L utheran Church,
1104 NE Vivion Rd. (at North Oak), Kansas City, North
Bring afavorite dish from the season’ s harvest.
Door prizesfor children & adults
Thereturn of Bif Henderson & the KCSA radio show
Guaranteed good food & good conversation
RSVP to Elaine @ (816)-792-2725 or elarey@msn.com
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cloves of garlic = over 400 heads).
One of our favorite crops, garlic grows
well for us under a layer of straw
mulch which keeps it cool, moist &
weed-free.

THE NEXT FIVE

The 2007 season will be our fifth here
at Fair Share Farm. When Tom & |
started this adventure we created a
five-year plan for the farm. So far, we
appear to be on track, although much
work is still to be done. Infrastructure
projects (barn, house, equipment)
continue to loom while the demand for
memberships is exceeding our
capacity. While not a bad problem to
have, we want to plan carefully the
next five years to ensure stability with
the CSA and the farm. On Saturday
night we will celebrate with many of
you the completion of another season
(see left). The next day we will have
our ‘retreat’ here at the farm to create
our next 5-year plan. On the agenda:
fertility, infrastructure, & community
building.

As we make big plans here on the
farm, we would like all of you to take a
few minutes to complete the 06 end of
the season survey. Shorter & with
new questions, you'll be seeing it in
an email from me soon. Your
responses will help guide us & the
core group in our cogitations on the
future.
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