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having a chance to ripen one fruit.   
    We had begun to think that growing 
organic pumpkins, which sprout out of 
every backyard compost heap & city 
dumpster taunting us with their lush 
vines, was somehow impossible on our 
rural farm.  There was some reason to 
suspect just that as cucumber beetles, a 
major Cucurbit pest and carrier of 
bacterial wilt, spend their larval stage at 
the base of corn plants which were 
often in abundance right next door.  To 
see if it would help, this year marked the 
end of corn being planted nearby thanks 
to the Graff family.  To hide the plants 
from the insects we also covered them 
with row cover, a polyester-spun fabric 
that covers the plants but allows light, 
rain & air to pass through, extensively 
on all the cucurbits.  As soon as the 
plants sprouted from the soil, we 
covered them only taking the cover off 

once they began flowering (got to allow 
the pollinators in if you want fruit).  The 
row cover seemed to work well as the 
plants appeared untouched while in 
other areas of the farm the squash bugs 
were present.  The only trouble seems 
to be in weeding the crops under the 
row cover which involves taking the 
cover on & off repeatedly.  Despite 
some weediness, all the cucurbits grew 
well under the row cover & produced 
prolifically.  Now all there is to wonder is 
whether such a harvest is a fleeting 
blessing of the Pumpkin Fairy or 
something we can count on in the years 
to come.   Regardless, right now we 
have pumpkins—both beautiful & tasty, 
as my stomach can attest after eating 
four pieces of pumpkin pie in the last 24 
hours.  
 
BROCCOLI 
    The fall broccoli harvest has also 
begun and if all goes well will continue 
for several weeks.  This week we just 
have a few bunches, but soon we 
should have much more.  A space hog, 
broccoli needs a good 2 feet between 
each plant that will bear one head & 
hopefully a few side shoots.  Knowing 
that broccoli is a much-loved crop 
(always in the top 3 on the surveys)  we 
grow as much as we have the space & 
time for.  Over 1,000 broccoli plants fill 
five 200 ft. beds and should supply the 
CSA well into October.   

CALENDAR 

September 27:  Wednesday pick-up     
farm workers:  Stephanie Kenney 
 
    **6 pm:  City Distribution meeting at the Crave Café next door to pick-up.  
Have an opinion about where & how city distribution will run next year?   
Join your fellow city members & farmer rebecca for a discussion of the possi-
bilities & next steps.** 
 
September 30:  Saturday pick-up            
farm workers:   (LIB) Judith del Porto,  Dustin & Marian Morris,  
Debbie Bednar & spouse 

PUMPKIN 
    With the autumnal equinox just a 
few days away, the farm is celebrating 
its first ever pumpkin harvest.  Never 
before have we been able to hand out 
pumpkins and much less to every 
member.  Happy fall!  Our giddiness is 
a result of a hard road of past failures.  
We have witnessed total pumpkin 
annihilation by onslaughts of hungry 
insects.  Like the rest of the Cucurbit 
family (squash, cucumbers & melons) 
stink bugs, vine borers & cucumber 
beetles love them to death.  To make 
matters worse, pumpkins & winter 
squash need lots of time to ripen & 
bear fruit.  The longer the ‘days to 
maturity’, the more time the buggies 
have for lunch.  Every year our 
pumpkins & squash would be invaded 
by a cloud of beetles and within weeks 
the plants would be massacred before 
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