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when we showed the members 
digging potatoes, washing carrots in 
the rain, and just generally being 
fabulous.  A welcome sight right now 
at a stressful time to be a farmer.  
Several folks said afterwards that they 
were inspired by the supportive 
community surrounding our farm.  We 
agree.  Of course, we worry just like 
all farmers about the weather, pests, 
disease & drought, but instead of 
worrying about whether our produce 
will sell at market, we know we’ll see 
our ‘regulars’ rain or shine.   
Weather 
  Of course we’d prefer a bit more rain 
& a bit less shine.  We’ve taken a 
hiatus from the Excelsior Springs 
market & may have very little at the 
39th St. market as we are using most 
of the produce to fill the shares.  The 

heat is bad, yes, but at least lately 
every week or so we’ve gotten some 
rain.  Not the 1 inch per week that 
plants need (more like 2 inches when 
its this hot), but better than a dust 
bowl.  Last week we got 1.4 inches of 
much appreciated rain. Many of the 
plants seem to have responded with 
new vigor & growth.  All eyes are on 
the peppers as they make a valiant 
attempt at lushness.  Peppers need 
lots of vegetation to shade their 
tender fruit from the scalding rays of 
the sun.  This week you will get some 
grade A peppers as well as the 
opportunity to take pepper seconds.  
Meanwhile irrigation continues to 
battle it out with evaporation. 

CALENDAR 
August 16:  Wednesday pick-up     
farm worker:  Bob Kennedy 
 
August 17:  ‘So Easy to Preserve’ 
Food preservation class held by MU Extension specialist, Glenda Kinder.  
Class will include the latest techniques for preserving the harvest as well as a 
demonstration of pressure canning applesauce.  Contact kinderg@missouri.
edu for information. 
 
August 12:  Saturday pick-up            
farm workers:  %��������	&��
���	�����#�	 	'��
�	����
����	(����	'����	

Growing Growers 
     Yesterday afternoon your farmers 
held a workshop & tour for local farm 
apprentices.  Growing Growers,  a 
Kansas City-based non-profit 
committed to training new organic 
farmers, sponsored the event.  
Apprentices with the program work 
on area farms & attend educational 
workshops throughout the season.  
Topics include soil fertility, plant 
production, and this year our 
workshop on starting a new farm and 
CSA.   Around 25 wannabe farmers 
attended including our own Brenda 
Raygor, Julie Coon & Kathy Plant.  
We told our story of leaving desk 
jobs to apprentice on farms before 
starting our own.  A borrowed slide 
projection system allowed us to show 
the CSA in action.  All eyes lit up 

THE HEAT 
The average temperature in the 
U.S. from January through June 
2006 was the warmest first half of 
any year since records began in 
1895, according to scientists at 
NOOA’s National Climatic Data 
Center in Asheville, N.C.  The 
average Jan.-June temperature 
for the contiguous U.S. was 51.8 
F or 3.4 F above the century av-
erage. 
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