
��������������	�
�����
��������

�
������������	�


����
��������
�����

������

��������
��

���������	
�

���������

	
��������������

	
�
����������
�������
��
�

	�������

������������������������

	�������

�������

	
�����������������������

����
�������	
�

���������

����������������������

�������

�
�������
��
�����
�
������

	�������

	
�����������������������

�	����		�
����������������������
��
��
���
�
��������������

Greetings! 
We are in a full on rush this week as 
we prepare for the tour on Sunday.  
We are told that sixty folks have 
RSVPed so we are planning for a 
party!  We hope to see many of you 
there.  If you want more info. check 
out the News & Events page on the 
website or give us a call.   
Tasks to prepare for the tour are the 
same as our normal tasks for this 
time of season:  weeding, tomato 
trellising, mowing, irrigation, etc.  
But the pace has picked up a bit as 
we hope to have a pretty, not just a 
functional, space by Sunday.   
This past weekend we went on a 
tour of urban farms in KC organized 
by the KC Center for Urban 
Agriculture.  It was an inspiring 
experience visiting five farms that 
were very different, yet they had 
similarities as well.  One similarity 
was the struggle to keep up with the 
weeds.  Now, the definition of a 
weed is a plant growing where you 
don’t want it to grow.  Many “weeds” 
are native plants that have 
medicinal and aesthetic value.  We 
have planted our front yard with 
such “weeds” and enjoy very much 
their beauty.  But, a plant growing 
next to our crops sucking up the 
water and nutrients that our crops 

need is definitely a weed.  We hope to 
get most of the weeds in check before 
the tour, but as Tom reminds me we 
must leave some so that the visitors 
will see what weeds grow in our fields.  
Therefore, any weed left by then will 
be there “for scientific purposes” . . .  
In line with our scientific undertakings 
is our latest experiment with the 
cucurbits.  Cucurbitae is the family of 
veggies (fruit really, but lets not get 
picky) that include cucumbers, squash 
(summer & winter), melons, 
pumpkins, and gourds.  Quite a nice 
family really.  We like them all and like 
to have a good supply of them.  
Unfortunately they are among the 
hardest to grow organically.  Two 
pests, the cucumber beetle and the 
squash bug, wreak havoc on the 
cucurbits.  Squash bugs do plenty of 
damage, but its really the cucumber 
beetles that are fatal because they 
spread a wilt disease as they feed on 
the plants.  We have many strategies 
for dealing with these guys, but none 
are fail proof.  This year we have tried 
a new one, an experiment really.  
Since the cucurbits enjoy the shade of 
other plants and cucumber beetles 
spot plants by their outline against 
bare soil, we planted our melons, 
squash, and cukes in a nice patch of 
established clover.  Clover, like other 
legumes, has a symbiotic relationship 

with soil fungi that attach to the roots 
and fix nitrogen from the atmosphere 
which is then available to the soil as 
the clover dies back in the summer 
heat.  Well, as nice as this all sounds 
our experiment is only going so well.  
The jury is still out, but the plants are 
not as big and healthy as we would 
like them.  We’ve got more summer 
squash and cucumbers planted in 
other areas, but its too early to tell if 
we’ll have any melons and winter 
squash.  We are especially nervous 
about those melons.  We had some 
nice melons last year, but many of the 
plants died from wilt before the 
melons were ripe.  We hope our 
experiment doesn’t backfire leaving 
us melon-less . . . 
Hey, but how about those tomatoes! 
(sly change of subject, eh?)  Yes, we 
are very, very happy about how the 
tomatoes are looking.  The plants are 
lush with growth and full of fruit.  We 
are now putting tomatoes on the bulk 
list in addition to handing out a nice 
amount each week.  The hybrids are 
in full swing (good for making salsa 
and juice) and the romas (good for 
sauce) have just started coming in.  
The heirlooms in all their beautiful 
colors and delicious flavors are not far 
behind.  If you want bulk tomatoes let 
us know.  We have started a list and 
will fill orders as we can.   
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